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Fox Class Autumn 1 Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I hope you are all well. I wanted to take this opportunity to share some important information and updates about our Fox class for this half term. It is a busy and exciting time, with lots of learning opportunities ahead as we begin our journey in Fox class together. 
PE Arrangements
Our timetabled PE day will be on a Tuesday. Please ensure that children bring their PE kit into school on this day so they are ready to participate fully in our sessions.
Homework Expectations
Weekly homework will focus on key skills in Maths and Writing. In addition to this, a homework topic sheet will be sent out via ClassDojo. The sheet will feature a selection of tasks, and children are asked to choose one task each week to complete alongside their weekly Maths and English.
Regular completion of homework is extremely important in reinforcing classroom learning and building confidence. To encourage this, children who complete their homework consistently will be recognized and rewarded in class. We really appreciate your support in helping your child to develop good homework routines. 
Reading at Home & Reading Diaries
Reading remains one of the most important ways you can support your child’s learning. To ensure reading at home is properly recorded and supported, reading diaries need to be in school every day and taken home every night. Diaries will be checked and marked in and out each day to track progress, as regular home reading has immense benefits for comprehension, vocabulary, and overall confidence. 
"Adopt a Shelf" Class Reading Idea
To foster a love for reading across the class, we are introducing our new "Adopt a Shelf" idea! Each week, one child will have the opportunity to bring in a book (or a few!) from home to display on our special classroom shelf. They will get to show these to their classmates, explain why they like them, perhaps read a short section to the class, or even lend a favourite book to a friend. 
Times Tables Practice



We will continue to use TT Rockstars to support the children’s recall of multiplication facts. Quick and accurate recall is essential for many areas of maths, particularly as we approach SATs. Regular practice at home, even for short periods, makes a noticeable difference. 
SATs Information
There will be a SATs information meeting for parents later in the year to discuss the tests, how they are structured, and how you can support your child at home. Further details regarding dates and scheduling will be shared in due course. 
SATs week itself will take place in May. We understand this can feel like a significant time for both children and parents, but we will ensure the children feel prepared, supported, and confident. 
Curriculum Focus – Enchanted Baghdad
This half term, our main History topic will be Enchanted Baghdad (Early Islamic Civilisation c. 900 AD). This exciting theme will link closely with both our History and Art learning. 
· History: Children will explore the scale, structure, and urban contrast between 10th-century Baghdad and Saxon London. They will discover the House of Wisdom as a global center of research, follow the 73,000-mile journeys of explorer Ibn Battuta, learn about the medical breakthroughs of Al-Zahrawi, and investigate how the Silk Road connected trade across the world. Finally, we will look at lasting contributions in maths, science, and medicine, alongside the legacy of the Golden Age. 
We are looking forward to seeing the children engage with this topic, as it offers plenty of opportunities for creativity, discussion, and cross-curricular learning. 
Warm regards,
Mr Pickford
Fox Class Teacher
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